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Welcome to St. Mark’s!

Welcome to St. Mark’s!

We’re so glad you’re here. Our
worship follows a similar pattern
each week—it always includes

prayer, songs of praise, and most
centrally, a meal we eat together
called Eucharist. If you’re new to
this kind of worship and flipping
through the bulletin feels over-
whelming, feel free to just set it
down, relax, and join in worship
by letting us say the words on your

behalf.

readings from Scripture, lots of

Children in Worship

We offer drop-off childcare for
crawling infants through age three
in the nursery. Pre-K through 1st
grade children will be dismissed to
Children’s  Church  near the
beginning of the service, then
brought back to church during the
Peace. Prefer to have your kids stay
and participate in the service? Ask
an usher for a children’s bulletin,
find crayons in the pew backs, or
head to the Kid’s Corner in the
narthex for reading and quiet play
with your child.

Prayers of the People Journal

If you know of anyone who would
appreciate the prayers of the St.
Mark’s community, please add

the People Journal found at the
entrance to the church.

their first names to the Prayers of

New to St. Mark’s?

Use this QR code for a direct link to
our Newcomer’s page. Just open the
photo app on your phone and hover
over the image, which will take you
to a link to complete an online
visitor card!




(GATHERING

Prelude: Three Settings of In Dulci Jubilo Dietrich Buxtehude
J- S. Bach

Marcel Dupré

Processional Hymn: Good Christian Friends, Rejoice Hymn 107

Opening Acclamation

Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now anc{ for ever. Amen.

The Collect for Purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.
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The Collect of the Day

Celebrant  The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

Celebrant  Let us pray.

O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son Jesus
Christ: Grant that we, who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure
confidence behold him when he comes to be our Judge; who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. AMEN

The Word of God

The Old Testament (the people sit) Isaiah 9: 2-9
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land
of deep darkness on them light has shined.
You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder.



For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their

oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.

For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be

burned as fuel for the fire.

For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of

Peace.

His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of

David and his kingdom.

He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time

onward and forevermore.

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

Lector The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
Psalm 96

1

Sing to the LORD a new song; *

sing to the LORD, all the whole earth.

2

Sing to the LORD and bless his Name; *

proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day.

Declare his glory among the nations*
and his wonders among all peoples.
For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; *
he is more to be feared than all gods.
As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; *
but it is the LORD who made the heavens.
Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! *
Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary!
Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples; *
ascribe to the LORD honor and power.
Ascribe to the LORD the honor due his Name; *
bring offerings and come into his courts.
Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; *
let the whole earth tremble before him.

Cantate Domino



10 Tell it out among the nations: "The LORD is King! *
he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved;
he will judge the peoples with equity."
11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;
let the sea thunder and all that is in it; *
let the field be joyful and all that is therein.

12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy
before the LORD when he comes, *
when he comes to judge the earth.

13 He will judge the world with righteousness *
and the peoples with his truth.

The New Testament Titus 2:11-14

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to
renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are
self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the
manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who
gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself
a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.

Lector The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
Sequence Hymn: Go Tell It on the Mountain Hymn 95
The Gospel Luke 2:1-20
Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should
be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was
governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting
a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in
a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.



In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their
flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do
not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and
lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host, praising God and saying,

“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place,
which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary
and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made
known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were
amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and
pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

Priest The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Rev. Mary Keenan

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

The Nicene Creed (/eader and people, all standing)

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:



by the power of the Holy Spirit
he [l))ecame incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Sﬁ)irit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People Form III

The Leader and People pray responsively

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and
humbly serve you; .
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishg}ils ;i)riqstg,, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and
Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations
of the world; o
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest.
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.



The Celebrant adds a concluding collect.

Confession of Sin (the people kneel as they are able)

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you
in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

The Announcements

EATING TOGETHER

Offertory Anthem: Gesu Bambino Pietro Yon
Christa Tumlinson, soloist

When blossoms flowered ‘mid the snows upon a winter night, was born the Child,
the Christmas Rose, the King of Love and Light. The angels sang, the shepherds
sang, the grateful earth rejoiced, and at his blessed birth the stars their exaltation
voiced. Venite adoremus, Dominum. (O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.)
Again the heart with rapture glows to greet the holy night that gave the world its
Christmas Rose, its King of Love and Light. Let every voice acclaim his name, the
grateful chorus swell, from paradise to earth he came that we with him might dwell.



Want to give online? Use this QR code for a direct link to our
Giving page. Just open the photo app on your phone, hover
over the image, and click the link.

The Doxology (all standing)
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Eucharistic Prayer A
Celebrant  The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.
The Celebrant proceeds

... Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your
Name:



Sanctus and Benedictus qui venit Hymnal S-129
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho - san - na in the high - est.

The people stand or kneel.

The Celebrant continues
... Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues

... By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN

The Lord’s Prayer

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.



The Breaking of the Bread

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.

Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.

People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia
Agnus Dei Hymnal S-161
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The Celebrant says the following Invitation

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died
for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Communion Music

Hymn: It Came Upon the Midnight Clear Hymn 89

The Post Communion Prayer

After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace,

and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.



BEING SENT

The Blessing

Recessional Hymn: God Rest You Merry, Gentleme Hymn 105
The Dismissal

Priest Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Postlude: Bring a Torch, Jeannette Isabella Alfred Fedak

The altar flowers are given by John and Marjorie Panter, in memory of our beloved son Eric
&
Roberta Collier-Wright, in loving memory of Angele Collier-Wright.

Music streamed and printed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-729199
and RiteSong Online Music Library. All rights reserved.




This Week at St. Mark’s

Today, December 25 10:00 am Christmas Day
Sunday, January 1 7:45 am New Years Day Eucharist Rite 1
10:00 am New Years Day Eucharist Rite 2

Announcements

Church Office Closed: The Church offices will be Closed for the holidays Dec.23,2022-]Jan
01,2023 and will reopen for regular office hours: Mon-Thurs. 9 am-4 pm. Please email the Parish
Admin Alexandria Weaver at Office@stmarksaustin.org if you have any questions.

New Year's Day Services: We will be gathering for two services on January 1st, Rite I at 7:45 am
and Rite IT with our traditional Carol Sing at 10 am. Please note there will be no Children's
Church on January 1st.

Adult Sunday School for January: Join us for The Art of Byiag Living, a discussion about how
living a good life helps us prepare for a good death. The forum will be led by Mother Mary and
meets at 10:00 am in Grace Chapel. Starting Jan. 08, 2023.

Confirmation Classes: Join us for class on Wednesday evenings, Jan. 18, 25, and Feb 8. at 7 pm.
Confirmation is for adults who are new to the Episcopal Church, or for young Episcopalians who
are reaching an age of maturity. Those who participate in the class will be confirmed at the
Bishop's Visitation on Sunday, Feb. 12th. Please email Fr. Zac at zac@stmarksaustin.com to
register.

Baptism Opportunity: The next baptismal feast is Baptismal Of Our Lord, which falls on Sunday,
January 8th. Contact Fr. Zac at zac@stmarksaustin.com if you are interested in baptism for
yourself or your child.

Altar Flowers: To donate altar flowers (suggested donation of $50), please sign up in the Parish
Hall or email the church office at Office@stmarksaustin.org with the Sunday of your choice and
your dedication (in memory or honor of someone, in thanksgiving for a blessing in your life, etc.)

Congratulations to those who celebrate birthdays and anniversaries this week (Dec. 25- Jan. 06)!

Jean Cacali Jenna Ramsey

Jon Dullnig Ann Seyler

Sarah Fortt Mary Carole Sitzes
Daniel Hunt-Murrieta Harper Stilson

Amy and Kevin Farley Susan and Greg Hass ~ Matt and Joyce DeMacedo



Ministers of the Service

LEM: Heather Zdancewicz
Lectors: Tom Delamater, Phil Aboussie
Ushers: Jim Nolan, Ryan Marquess
Altar Guild: Dee Ann Thomasson, Ann Coley, Liz Davis,
Robin Bridgewater
Depositors: Jim Nolan

Clergy and Staff

The Rev. Zac Koons, Rector
The Rev. Mary Keenan, Associate Rector
The Rev. Dr. Nathan Jennings, Theologian in Residence
Casey Bushman, Director of Christian Formation
Mark Reed, Organist/Director of Music & Bookkeeper
Alexandria Weaver, Parish Administrator
Adriel (Atlas) Woods-Smith, Director of Communicaions
Karon Hammond, Head of St. Mark’s Day School
Irma Glover, Sexton

Rachel Joiner, Seminarian
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